
 

MINUTES 
 

Entomological Society of America 
 

Executive Committee Meeting by Conference Call 
 

April 3, 2015 
 
Present:  Carol Anelli; May Berenbaum; Mark Boetel; David Gammel; Phil Mulder; 

David Ragsdale; Susan Weller; Frank Zalom 
 
1. Welcome – President Phil Mulder convened the Executive Committee 

conference call meeting at 3:01 p.m.  
 

2. January Minutes – Minutes of the February Executive Committee conference call 
were approved with minor edits.      
 

3. 2014 Financial Performance – Executive Director David Gammel reviewed 
unaudited financial performance for the Society in 2014. ESA had a combined 
net loss of approximately $120,000 in 2014, which was $100,000 better than our 
budgeted target for the year.  
 

4. Supplementary Long Term Disability Insurance – Gammel reviewed a 
supplemental long-term disability policy that will ensure the Executive Director is 
covered per ESA’s benefit policies for staff. The Executive Committee approved 
the additional insurance policy.   
 

5. ICE Membership Proposal – Gammel reviewed a plan to offer 4-year 
memberships to international attendees at the 2016 International Congress of 
Entomology.   
 

6. Branch Meeting Update – Mulder and Gammel reviewed activities at the Branch 
meetings held to date: Southwestern, Eastern, and South Eastern. Mulder and 
ESA staff have emphasized submissions to the 2015 Annual Meeting for 
symposia and paper and posters since initial submissions numbers are down 
from prior years.    
 

7. 2015 Annual Meeting Update – Mulder provided an update on plans for the 
2015 Annual Meeting. The Founders Memorial Lecture has been decided. The 
Premier Presentations program has changed a bit and those presenters will be 
interviewed on video for release online after the meeting. Discussion was held 
about sponsorship opportunities related to the Founders Memorial lecture. 
Guidance was provided that sponsoring the lecture might create awkward or 
undesired links between the sponsor and the speaker. The committee 



 

recommended offering sponsorship for the overall plenary rather than the 
lecture alone. Gammel will bring this feedback to staff for implementation.  
 

8. 2016 Summer Meeting Location – Gammel and Vice President May Berenbaum 
reviewed a proposal to hold the Summer Governing Board meeting in Chicago in 
June of 2016. The Program Committee will have to meet much earlier that year 
due to the International Congress of Entomology being in September so it was 
suggested to split the two meetings. General discussion ensued and the idea was 
well received.  
 

9. Grand Challenges Update – Gammel reviewed progress on the Grand Challenges 
project. A Board of Advisors is in process of being formed. A short discussion 
ensued.  
 

10. Honorary Member – Gammel let the committee know that due to the late July 
dates for the Summer Meeting, the Honorary Member nominations will need to 
be reviewed on the April 20th Governing Board conference call.  
 

11. Twin Spires Award – Gammel let the committee know that the Portland CVB is 
giving ESA an award for supporting the economic health and growth of Portland. 
ESA was their largest conference in 2014.  
 

12. Chinese Academy of Agricultural Science – Gammel indicated that all 
arrangements were in place to host a delegation of scientists from China. A 
speaker will talk about pollinator safety and Gammel will review ESA strategic 
goals and operations for the delegation.  
 

13. Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:02 
p.m. 


