
MINUTES 

 

Entomological Society of America 

 

Executive Committee Meeting by Conference Call 

 

February 25th, 2016 

 

Present:  May Berenbaum, Mark Boetel, David Gammel, Phil Mulder, David 

Ragsdale, Susan Weller, Carol Anelli, Michael Parrella 

 

1. Welcome – President May Berenbaum convened the Executive Committee 

conference call meeting at 2:05 p.m. The December Minutes were reviewed and 

approved as amended.  

 

2. New Journal/Working Title & Scope – Lisa Junker, Director of Publications and 

Communications updated the Executive Committee on the progress of the new ESA 

Journal and title:  

a. On January 12th, ESA held a full day meeting with representatives of the SysEB 

section to discuss the new journal. They went over what would be its strengths, 

weaknesses, etc. 

b. An Editorial Board for the new journal was formed, comprising of 4 

representatives from SysEB and 2 outside representatives. This board finalized 

the title as Insect Systematics and Diversity. 

c. As a next step, the Governing Board will be asked to approve the title and scope 

of the journal. 

 

3. Member Inquiry about ESA Publishing Business Model – Junker discussed 

feedback from a long-term member about ESA’s publishing model and why they are 

a mix of both subscription and open access options.   

 

4. Presidents Retreat Update – Executive Director David Gammel provided an update 

on the retreat in Boulder, CO. The retreat was attended by David Gammel, Susan 

Weller, Phil Mulder, Frank Zalom, & Jon Hochman. Several presidential officers will 

continue this discussion during the April Program Committee meeting and develop 

key outcomes for the Strategy Day in June based on that.   

 

5. Staff Changes – Gammel updated the Executive Committee on recent staff changes:  

a. Steve Adams left in January to pursue other opportunities. 

b. A new hire, Laura Sparks, starts work on Monday, March 4th.  

 

6. Grand Challenges/Brazil Summit – Gammel provided a progress update on the 

Summit on the Aedes aegypti Crisis in the Americas:  

a. In 2 weeks ESA will have the Summit in Brazil on March 13th, 2016. 

b. Outreach to different organizations is still in progress. 

c. A $15,000 sponsorship from Clark Foundation (Stelzig) was recently received.  



d. Once the Summit concludes, a statement will be sent out afterwards that will 

summarize consensus recommendations for research and implementation needs 

and best opportunities for continued partnership among concerned organizations.   

 

7. Pending Emeritus Membership – A motion to grant Emeritus Membership status 

for Dr. Philip A. Grau, Dr. Robert D. Hall, Dr. Eric B. Jang, Dr. Jeffrey C. Miller, 

and Dr. Julie J. Soroka was passed. 

 

8. International Congress of Entomology Update – Gammel gave an update on the 

status of ICE planning and operations: 

a. Upcoming deadlines include:   

i. February 29 - Function & Mixer requests; 

ii. March 25 - Early Bird rates for non-members, while regular members 

have until May to register at that rate. 

b. 5800 individual talks scheduled. 

c. Revenue and expenses are on track for this event.  

d. Student Competitions: 

i. There will be increased flexibility to accommodate the student talks 

throughout the meeting. Most will try to be scheduled them on 

Wednesday afternoon (9/28) or Thursday morning (9/29).  

ii. Judges will be asked to turn in scores days of the talks.  

iii. Abstracts will now be used to break ties.  

iv. Information is being updated and posted online as it becomes available. 

v. The student awards will not be held until Friday, September 30th.   

vi. The poster sessions will now be held all in one day because there is 

enough room at the convention center to do so. 

 

9. Science Policy Update – Phil Mulder and David Gammel reviewed the status of 

these two program areas: 

a. Science Policy – Gammel provided an update on Science Policy activities: 

i. The new Special Committee of the Governing Board on science policy 

has been formed with 1 at-large member still needed.  

b. EPA Liaison Position –A letter has been sent to the former liaison, Mark 

Whalon, thanking him for his service. MUVE and P-IE want to continue 

supporting this position and are hoping to have a new representative appointed in 

the next month or so.  

 

10. FOIA Harassment: Carol Anelli raised an issue of an ESA member being harassed 

via FOIA requests. Members have asked ESA to consider issuing a statement 

condemning the practice. Gammel indicated that AAAS had looked into this issue 

and declined to develop a statement. After further discussion, it was agreed to bring 

this to the full Governing Board for consideration.    

 

11. Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:21 p.m. 


