
MINUTES 

 

Entomological Society of America 

 

Executive Committee Meeting by Conference Call 

 

March 31, 2016 

 

Present:  May Berenbaum, David Gammel, Phil Mulder, Michael Parrella, David 

Ragsdale, Susan Weller 

  

Absent:  Carol Anelli, Mark Boetel  

 

1. Welcome – President May Berenbaum convened the meeting at 2:03 p.m. The 

February Minutes were reviewed and approved with minor revisions.  

 

2. Pending Emeritus Membership Request – A motion to grant Emeritus Membership 

status for Dr. James B. Johnson passed. 

 
3. Grand Challenges/Brazil Summit – Executive Director, David Gammel, provided 

an update on the recent Summit on the Aedes aegypti Crisis in the Americas. The 

Summit was well attended with 60 participants from a variety of institutions and 

countries relevant to Aedes aegypti. A summary report was issues citing important 

opportunities and challenges in research and application. A significant finding was 

the need for a common voice on vector research and management independent of 

clinical disease-oriented efforts. The Summit came in under budget due to a favorable 

exchange rate between the U.S. and Brazil. A follow-up meeting will be held during 

the International Congress of Entomology in September. Gammel will develop an 

outline of objectives and potential activities for a vector-management coalition.     

   

4. International Congress of Entomology Update – Gammel gave an update on the 

status of ICE planning and operations. With the first early bird deadline passed, 

registration stands at 4,451 individuals. 

 

5. April Program Planning Committee Meeting – Gammel reviewed plans for the up-

coming Program Planning Committee meeting the week of April 11th in Orlando, 

Florida. The committee will review the available meeting space and then organize the 

program of submitted symposia, papers, posters, and other activities. Berenbaum, 

Susan Weller, Michael Parrella, and Gammel will meeting during this week to plan 

goals for the Summer Strategy Day. There will also be discussions about ideas for 

changes to the Annual Meeting in 2017 and beyond.   

6. NSF Collections in Support of Biological Research Program –Berenbaum and 

Gammel discussed the recently announced hiatus for the NSF program that support 

biological collections. There is deep concern in the entomological community that the 

hiatus of this program may be a prelude to its elimination. General discussion ensued. 



Gammel will work with ESA’s advocacy firm to develop appropriate information for 

members who wish to provide feedback to NSF and will explore how ESA may 

provide input on behalf of the membership.  
 

7. ESA/IPM Institute Tick Workshop – Gammel provided an update about this 

workshop that will be co-hosted with the IPM Institute on May 16th & 17th, 2016. 

CDC is working on providing a grant to support speaker travel for the meeting. 

The Science Policy Fellows will participate in the workshop prior to conducting 
Hill visits.  

 

8. Proposed 2017 Dues – Gammel reviewed the proposed dues pricing for 2017 that 

will be presented to the Governing Board during its April conference call. 
 

9. Diversity and Inclusion Statement – Gammel reviewed the proposed Diversity & 

Inclusion Statement developed by the Special Committee on Diversity and Inclusion. 

The statement will be presented to the Governing Board during its April conference 

call.  
 

10. President Obama’s Zika Summit – Berebaum pointed out that ESA was invited to 
send a representative to President Obama’s summit on Zika that will be hosted by 

CDC in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 1. Form ESA President Grayson Brown will 

attend on ESA’s behalf. 
 

11. Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:13 p.m. 


