
 

 

MINUTES 
 

Entomological Society of America 
 

Executive Committee Meeting by Conference Call 
 

May 29, 2015 
 
Present:  Carol Anelli;David Gammel; Phil Mulder; David Ragsdale; Susan Weller; 

Frank Zalom 
 
Absent: May Berenbaum; Mark Boetel 
 
1. Welcome – President Phil Mulder convened the Executive Committee 

conference call meeting at 2:15 p.m.  
 

2. April Minutes – Minutes of the April Executive Committee conference call were 
approved with minor edits.      
 

3. National Academy Strategic Resources Group – Executive Director David 
Gammel reviewed an opportunity suggested by Vice President-Elect May 
Berenbaum for ESA to join a program managed by the National Academy to use 
scientific societies to organize appropriate scientists to advise national responses 
to significant national events such as natural disasters and public health crises. 
After general discussion there was general support for joining the program. 
Gammel agreed to gather additional information about the amount of effort and 
resources required to participate.  
 

4. 2015 Annual Meeting Update – President Phil Mulder reviewed progress on 
plans for this year’s annual meeting. The paper and poster deadline is June 12. 
John Pickett was unable to join the opening plenary due to scheduling 
difficulties.  The plenary will feature some audience interaction in the form of 
questions and answers.  
 

5. Brazil/Grand Challenges – Mulder and Gammel reviewed plans for an upcoming 
trip to Brazil to meet with the leadership of the Brazilian Society of Entomology 
and invite them to become a partner in the grand challenges initiative. Mulder 
will also have the opportunity to speak to the attendees of the Siconbiol 
conference, sharing a greeting from ESA. General discussion ensued.  
 

6. Science Policy Update – Mulder, Gammel, and Past President Frank Zalom 
provided updates on a number of policy activities: 
a. Chikungunya Hill Briefing – The briefing for policy makers on the Hill about 

this disease and how it is vectored was very successful, with good 



 

 

attendance. The delegate from Puerto Rico was particularly supportive of the 
program and wishes to remain engaged.  

b. Science Policy Fellows DC Meeting – The Fellows had a wonderful program 
in Washington and visited dozens of Congressional offices collectively. They 
also had a networking event with AAAS Fellows working on the Hill. Very 
successful program overall.  

c. Pollinator Statements – Zalom reviewed status of the Pollinator Statement. 
The statement was narrowly approved by the Governing Board, with several 
comments for clarification/revision in the document. The statement is being 
revised currently to take those into account and will be release when ready. 
Further discussion was held about the process of developing statements.  
Zalom also indicated that a tick-borne diseases statement in development, a 
writing committee is being formed for a statement on collections, and 
discussions are being held about future statements on insecticide resistance 
and GMO crops.  
 

7. HQ Staffing – Gammel reviewed a plan to add one additional position to the staff 
this year to provide administrative support to the President and Executive 
Director. Gammel will bring a proposal to the Summer Governing Board Meeting 
for consideration to extend the approved budget to allow for creation of the new 
position.   
 

8. ASAE Board Nomination – Mulder reported that Gammel has been nominated 
to join the Board of Directors for the American Society of Association Executives 
as well as the board for ASAE’s foundation. Gammel will be seated on the boards 
in September of this year and serve a three-year term.  
 

9. Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:09 
p.m. 


