
 

 

MINUTES 

 

Entomological Society of America 

 

Executive Committee Meeting by Conference Call 

 

September 10, 2015 

 

Present:  David Gammel, Phil Mulder, Carol Anelli, May Berenbaum, David 

Ragsdale, Frank Zalom  

 

 

Absent: Mark Boetel, Susan Weller 

 

1. Welcome – President Phil Mulder convened the Executive Committee conference 

call meeting at 1:03 p.m. David Gammel had one addition to the agenda for other 
business. May Berenbaum added an item on policy. 

 

2. July Minutes – Minutes of the July Executive Committee conference call were 

approved with minor edits.      

 

3. 2015 Annual Meeting Update – Gammel reported that we are currently tracking 

registration numbers as the early-bird deadline is approaching in less than two 

weeks. That deadline will provide a strong indication of how we are going to do 

overall on attendance this year. Mulder reported that the program for the meeting 

has been finalized and that there will be a webinar on Tuesday, September 15th to 

provide a preview of the meeting and how to get the most from it. 
 

4. Diversity and Inclusion Committee Update – Mulder reported that the new 

Diversity and Inclusion Committee will be meeting for the first time at the Annual 

Meeting.  Debi Sutton, Director of Membership & Marketing, has prepared good 

background information for it and worked with Phil Mulder, Rob Wiedenmann, 

and Michele Smith on forming it. They will serve as advisors to the committee. 

 

5. Draft September Governing Board Agenda – Gammel briefly reviewed agenda 

and asked for feedback. Added an item on a Foundation update to be given by 

Chris Stelzig. A request was made to highlight the STEP Committee under 

Summer Meeting. An agenda item on developing an early professional award 

proposal was also suggested.  

 

6. Grand Challenge Agenda for Entomology Update – Mulder and Gammel 

provided the following updates: 

a. Royal Entomological Society Meeting: Phil reviewed the RES meeting 

and said it went extremely well. They were very eager to work with us on 



 

 

the Grand Challenges initiative. Indicated they will work with their 

governing council to formally approve the proposed memorandum of 

understanding. They are also keen to help with Ae. aegypti project in 

Brazil next year.  

b. Summit of the Americas on Insect-vectored Diseases: Phil briefed the 

committee on progress for the summit. Grayson Brown and Gammel are 

going to visit with Luciano Moreira to plan initial details of the program. 

Progress is needed on fund raising beginning this year. Also need to work 

on the structure of ESA leadership who will be involved in each initiative.  

c. Entomological Summit on Grand Challenges at ICE: Gammel 

reviewed that this will be a general high-level summit to be held during 

ICE, identifying what issues should be included in the overall agenda.  

d. Asia Trip: David reviewed the itinerary and goals for upcoming meetings 

in Japan, South Korea, and China, which are to promote the ICE 2016 and 

participation in the Grand Challenges initiatives.  

 

7. 2016 Budget Preparations – Gammel reviewed preparation to present the 2016 

budget to the Finance Committee.  

 

8. Tick-Borne Diseases Activity in 2016 – Gammel reviewed a proposal to develop 

a workshop on tick-borne diseases in Washington DC next year along with a Hill 

briefing and Congressional visits. The workshop would be done in conjuction 

with CDC and the IPM Institute while ESA would arrange the Hill activities. A 

point was made to be sure to develop statements on livestock diseases vectored by 

ticks in the future.  

  

9. Federal Pollinator Initiatives – Vice President May Berenbaum indicated that 

there will be a White House meeting in November on how federal properties can 

be use to support pollinator populations. ESA will participate if possible.  

 

10. ICE Convention Center – Berenbaum reported suggestions from an ICE Council 

Member about temperature settings for the convention center that will be 

appropriate for international audiences.  

 

11. Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:09 

p.m. 

 
 


