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Minutes of the Governing Board Meeting 

(Conference Call) 

April 21, 2016 @ 2pm ET 

 

Participants  
May Berenbaum, President 

Susan Weller, Vice President 

Michael Parrella, Vice President-Elect   

Phil Mulder, Past President 

Mark Boetel, Treasurer 

Gary Brewer, North Central Branch Representative 

Timothy Schowalter, Southeastern Branch Representative 

Livy Williams, International Branch Representative 

John Oswald, Systematics, Evolution & Biodiversity Section Representative 
Douglas Walsh, Pacific Branch Representative 

Paula Shrewsbury, Eastern Branch Representative 

Carol Anelli, Physiology, Biochemistry & Toxicology Section Representative 

Sujaya Rao, Plant-Insect Ecosystems Section Representative 

Christopher Geden, Medical, Urban & Veterinary Entomology Section Representative 

Tamra Reall Lincoln, Student Representative to the Governing Board 

 

Staff 
C. David Gammel, Executive Director 

Rosina Romano, Director of Meetings 

Debi Sutton, Director of Membership and Marketing 
Neil Willoughby, Director of Finance 

Lisa Junker, Director of Publications 

Chris Stelzig, Director of Strategic Initiatives 

Nikki Olin, Executive Assistant 

 

Absent 

David Ragsdale, Southwestern Branch Representative 

 

 

1. Welcome and Agenda Review – President May Berenbaum convened the 
meeting at 2:16pm. The agenda was reviewed and left unchanged.  

 

2. Governing Board November Minutes –  A motion to approve the November 

2015 Annual Meeting minutes was passed as amended with minor edits. 

 

3. International Congress of Entomology Update – Rosina Romano, Director of 

Meetings, provided an update on ICE.  The Program Committee met for several 

days in Orlando, FL at the Rosen Centre Hotel & Orange County Convention 

Center, which is the headquarters for the September meeting. There are currently 



4,667 registrants (with 50% of the registrations and 50% of the speakers being 

international) and: 

a. 298 symposia;  

b. 98 paper presentations;  

c. 4773 oral presentations;  

d. 983 poster presentations; 
e. 36 virtual poster presentations;  

f. 66 Exhibitors and 10 sponsors.  

Accepted speaker letters will be sent out the first week of May and the full schedule 

will be posted online during the second week. The extended Early Bird rate for 

members of ESA, Florida and Canadian Societies will be until May 31st.  We are 

currently at 74% of our budgeted revenue with 37% housing blocked. The ICE 

Housing deadline is until Aug 1st, 2016. This event is anticipated to have more than 

6,500 attendees onsite. 

 

4. 2016 1st Quarter Finance Update –  Finance Director, Neil Willoughby, 
provided an update on the Society’s financial performance in the first quarter of 

2016. We are on target to meet budget goals based on activity to date. A detailed 

report will be given during the summer meeting.  

 

5. Revised JIS Revenue Projections –David Gammel, ESA Executive Director, 

provided an update on the revised revenue projections from Oxford University 

Press (OUP). After reviewing actual activity in the ESA portfolio since the 

partnership began, OUP has revised financial projections for net revenue due to 

ESA each year. The impact is about $300,000 less per year than initial estimates. 

Detailed information on the revision and anticipated budget adjustments will be 

reviewed with the Governing Board during the June meeting.  
 

6. Insect Systematics and Diversity Update - Lisa Junker, Director of Publications, 

gave an update on the new journal’s search for an Editor-in-Chief. The search for 

the new Editor-In-Chief was launched on March 22nd with an application deadline 

of April 22. The Editorial Board will review all applicants and make a 

recommendation to the Governing Board for which to select during the June 

meeting. A question was raised about choosing a diverse group of applicants and 

Junker replied that not many women had applied though there is diversity in age 

and career stages in the group. 

 
7. Journal Subscription and Author Fee Prices 2017 – Junker reviewed a 

proposed pricing schedule for 2017. The proposal includes modest increases 

across the board except for page charges, which remain exempt to members. This 

increase is in line with ESA’s typical increases from 3-5%. A motion to approve 

the new price schedule passed.  

 

8. 2017 Membership Dues – Debi Sutton, Director of Membership and Marketing, 

presented a proposal for a 3% membership dues increase for 2017. Discussion 

ensued about the maximum annual increase allowable without a vote of the 



membership. An amended motion to approve the increase by the maximum 

amount allowed by the bylaws passed. Sutton will consult with ESA’s legal 

counsel for a review of the allowable amount and will report back to the 

Governing Board on the final outcome.  

 

9. Website Redesign Update – Junker gave an update on the new website redesign 
for ESA. Major goals include easier navigation along with a better log-in 

experience for members, improved mobile experience, and member landing pages 

designed for specific membership segments. The redesign is on time and budget 

with a target launch date of 6 weeks before ICE.  

 

10. Invasive Species Position Statement – Chris Stelzig, Director of Strategic 

Initiatives, gave a brief overview of the statement. A motion to approve the 

statement was passed as written with friendly suggestions to the committee for 

minor edits. 

 
11. Honorary Members– A motion to approve the names for the 2016 Honorary 

Members ballot passed.  

 

12. Diversity & Inclusion Statement – A motion to approve the new Diversity & 

Inclusion Statement as stated on page 83 of the Board Book passed. 

 

13. Grand Challenges Update –Gammel provided an update on the recent Summit 

on the Aedes aegypti Crisis in the Americas. The Summit was well attended with 

60 participants from a variety of institutions and countries relevant to Aedes 

aegypti. A summary report was issues citing important opportunities and 

challenges in research and application. A significant finding of the Summit was a 
need for a common voice on vector research and management independent of 

clinical efforts. The Summit came in under budget due to a favorable exchange 

rate between the U.S. and Brazil. A follow-up meeting will be held during the 

International Congress of Entomology in September. Gammel will develop an 

outline of objectives and potential activities for a vector-management coalition.     

 

14. Adjourn – With no further business to consider, the meeting adjourned at 3:38pm 

ET. 


