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Entomological Society of America 

 

Executive Committee Meeting by Conference Call 

 

August 25, 2016 

 
Present:  Carol Anelli, May Berenbaum, Mark Boetel, David Gammel, Phil Mulder, 

Michael Parrella, David Ragsdale, Susan Weller  

  

1. Welcome – President May Berenbaum convened the meeting at 2:03 p.m. and reviewed 

the agenda.   

 
2. Emeritus Requests – A motion to approve Mr. Jack H. Chandler, Jr. and Dr. Richard W. 

Merritt for Emeritus status was passed. 

 
3. Executive Session: Convened at 2:06. Adjourned at 2:24pm – Discussion of ESA 

personnel matters and ICE security preparations.  

 

4. National Academies Board on Agricultural and Natural Resources (BANR) 

December Society Event on Genetically Engineered Crops Report – Director Robin 

Schoen from BANR contacted ESA asking to receive help from the scientific community 

to help spread the word about the GMO crops report. There will be an event held in 

December including participation by top leaders in related scientific societies. ESA was 

asked to participate and sponsor the event. ESA would have to support travel for our own 

attendees and donate $2,000 to help support the event. Executive Committee members 

expressed general support for ESA participation in this event. Executive Director David 

Gammel will place the opportunity on the agenda for the next Governing Board meeting 

in September.   

 

5. International Congress of Entomology Update – Gammel provided an update on ICE 

registration and revenue. There are 6100 people registered for ICE and total revenue is 

already close to meeting budget a month out. At this time, there are still about 700 

speakers that have not registered yet but we expect to have several hundred onsite 

registrations that will close that gap, resulting in close to 7,000 attendees.  

 

6. Grand Challenges – Gammel gave an update on the status of the Grand Challenges 

Summit that will be held at ICE. The program for the event is online now at 

www.entomologychallenges.org. Director of Strategic Initiatives Chris Stelzig has done a 

great job recruiting speakers for the event. The event starts on Tuesday evening with a 

reception and then follows with a full day of content on Wednesday. There are many 

representatives from federal government agencies, industry, and non-governmental 

agencies participating in the summit.The meeting should achieve its goal of defining a 

global grand challenge agenda for entomology.   

 



7. Finance Procedures Update –Gammel discussed two procedural finance issues:    

 

a. $20,000+ Check Review Procedures Implemented: Per recommendation of the Audit 

Committee and direction of the Governing Board, staff have implemented the process 
to have the Treasurer review quarterly a list of large checks (over $20,000 in value) 

issued by the Society.  

 
b. Presidential Funds: Gammel reviewed a proposed policy for implementing oversight 

of how Presidential Funds are used and to provide a method for approval of amounts 

beyond the normal budget. The proposed language is as follows: “Presidential funds 
are not included with ESA’s operating budget and may be accounted for separately as 

supplemental expenditures requested by the ESA President to enhance the ESA 

Annual Meeting or advance other strategic priorities. Expenditures up to a total of 
$10,000 must be reviewed by the Executive Committee on a regular basis. 

Expenditures above $10,000 may be made by the President with the prior review and 

approval of the Governing Board.” After general discussion, the committee expressed 
support for these procedures, including the Vice President and Vice President-Elect. 

Gammel will place this on the agenda for the next Governign Board meeting for final 

review and approval.   
 

8. Discussion on Parental Leave Policy for ESA Staff — Gammel briefed the committee 

on proposed parental leave benefits for ESA staff. Current policy states an employee is 
allowed 12 weeks of unpaid leave along with use of their accrued paid time off (PTO) 

leave. The new policy Gammel would like to enact is 12 full weeks paid leave with the 

option to add extra time if necessary due to medical complications or with exusting 
accrued PTO. The primary expense for ESA for this policy will be temporary 

assistance/executives to fill key roles. Gammel plans to use parental leave events as a 

cross-training opportunity for other staff, which may reduce the temporary expenses a bit. 
This policy would bring ESA into line with leading organizations on parental leave 

benefits and be an important recruitment and retention tool for staff. General discussion 

was held. Gammel will bring the proposal to the Governing Board for consideration and 
approval.  

 

9. Proposed 2018 Joint Program Committee with ESC and ESBC — Gammel briefly 
discussed the 2018 Annual Meeting that will be held in Vancouver, British Columbia, 

Canada. The Entomological Society of Canada (ESC) and the Entomological Society of 

British Columbia (ESBC) would like to be fully engaged with ESA in the planning of the 
event. There are still some items being worked out on the business side but everyone is 

excited to work together for a successful meeting. ESA proposed to add members from 

the ESC and ESBC to the program committee so that they will be a part of the planning 
process from start to finish. This will be discussed as an agenda item for the Governing 

Board next month and with ESC/ESBC during an planning meeting at ICE.  

 
10. Executive Director Sabbatical — Vice President-Elect Michael Parrella asked about 

plans for Gammel’s 2 month sabbatical, which Gammel’s employment contract allows 

him to take after the conclusion of ICE. Gammel had previously discussed this with both 
Vice President Weller and Berenbaum and has recommended December 1st, 2016 through 

January 31st, 2017, which will allow the 2017 budgeting process to be completed before 

he departs. During the sabbatical Chris Stelzig and Debi Sutton will work together with 



the President, Executive Committee, and staff to maintain normal operations of ESA.  

 
11. Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:56pm. 


