
 

MINUTES 
 

Entomological Society of America 
 

Executive Committee Meeting by Conference Call 
 

December 19, 2014 
 
 
Present:  May Berenbaum; Mark Boetel; David Gammel; Phil Mulder; David 

Ragsdale; Susan Weller; Frank Zalom 
 
Absent:  Carol Anelli 
 
1. Welcome – President Phil Mulder convened the Executive Committee 

conference call meeting at 2:01 p.m.  
 

2. 2014 Annual Meeting – Mulder, Executive Director David Gammel, and Vice 
President Frank Zalom reviewed the recently completely 2014 Annual Meeting. 
Attendance was very strong once again, coming very close to ESA’s prior 
registration record set in 2013. Gammel reviewed a case involving complaints of 
a violation of the Annual Meeting code of conduct and actions taken to date to 
investigate.     
 

3. 2015 Annual Meeting Update – Mulder provided an update on plans for the 
2015 Annual Meeting, which will be co-located with the ACSESS societies in 
Minneapolis, MN. Mulder reviewed planned joint opening and closing sessions 
and themes that will be explored by speakers during those sessions, including 
sustainable agriculture, big data, and farm-to-table. Members of any 
participating Society may propose joint symposia that will cross all the programs 
but in general the scientific programs will run in parallel.    
 

4. CSSP Winter Meeting Update – Mulder reviewed the recent Council of Scientific 
Society Presidents Winter Meeting in Washington, DC, in which he represented 
ESA. France Cordova, NSF, and John Holdren, OSTP, both presented to the 
attendees about science funding and policy.      
 

5. Presidential Committee on Leadership Development – Gammel opened a 
discussion about the goals and purpose of a presidential committee on 
leadership development. The work of this committee will feed into the Summer 
Meeting, where the Governing Board will discuss self-evaluation of board 
effectiveness and how to strengthen the pipeline of leaders for the Society.     
 



 

6. Emeritus Requests – Four requests for emeritus membership status were 
reviewed and approved.    
 

7. Entomological Foundation – Gammel reported that Tom Green met recently 
with ESA Director of Certification Chris Stelzig to plan the transition of the 
Foundation to ESA management.  The Foundation bylaws will be revised to 
accommodate the change in management with a goal of formally amending 
them during the first quarter of 2015.  
 

8. Grand Challenges Update – Gammel reported that staff would be meeting soon 
with Ron Nicodemus, the consultant working with the Society to develop the 
first Entomological Summit as part of the Society’s Grand Challenges initiative. 
Gammel and Nicodemus will also be meeting with Grayson Brown in January to 
discuss the Aedes aegypti project as part of this effort.    
 

9. Science Policy – Gammel briefed the committee on development of a Hill 
briefing on chikungunya for the spring of 2015, planning for 2015 Science Policy 
Fellows activities, and writing committees for ESA policy statements.   
 

10. ICE and ESA Program Committee – Vice President Elect May Berenbaum led a 
discussion on ESA Program Committee co-chairs for the 2016 meeting slot and 
how to best coordinate that with the ICE Organizing Committee leadership.    
 

11. Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:05 
p.m. 


