
MINUTES 

 

Entomological Society of America 

 

Executive Committee Meeting by Conference Call 

 

May 26, 2016 

 

Present:  May Berenbaum, David Gammel, Phil Mulder, Michael Parrella, Susan 

Weller Mark Boetel 

  

Absent:  Carol Anelli, David Ragsdale 

 

1. Welcome – President May Berenbaum convened the meeting at 2:01 p.m. The March 

Minutes were reviewed and approved with minor revisions.  

 

2. Executive Session – A motion to move into Executive Session was approved at 

2:05pm. The session ended at 2:17pm. 

 
3. Financial Projections and ESA Budget Update – Executive Director, David 

Gammel, provided an update on Oxford and the revised projections. The net change 

was estimated at $300,000 less each year over the course of the contract. Gammel has 

been working with staff directors to see where ESA can revise their budget to break 

even financially. A 1-pager was given to the committee with a brief budget summary 

for feedback but a full presentation will be given during the summer meeting going 

over the new projections. 

 

4. Summer Meeting Strategy Day and GB Meeting – Gammel discussed the plans for 

the strategy day and Governing Board meeting for June. A conference call has been 

scheduled for Friday, June 10th with Jon Hockman for the planning of the summer 

strategy day. The big themes that will be discussed are: 

a. The future of entomology  

b. Branding  

c. Identifying the value of entomology  

The Governing Board meeting will be held first with the strategy day meeting held 

later that day. Targeting to end the day at 3pm on Friday, July 1st.  

 

5. International Congress of Entomology Registration Update – Gammel gave an 

update on the status of ICE registrations and planning. Registration stands at 5,187 

individuals. 

a. 1,424 are students 

b. 50% are international 

c. 80% overall income budget with $30,000 outstanding for registration fees 

d. At about 85% with 71 exhibitors  

e. 11 sponsors totaling $154,000 for the meeting 



 

6. Science Policy Issues/Updates – Past President Phil Mulder and Gammel discussed 

a variety of updates that has been happening with Science Policy.  

a. Science Policy Fellows: Started with 39 applicants and have now narrowed the 

list down to 12 or 13 applicants. Chris Stelzig, Director of Strategic Initiatives, 

will be conducting interviews by phone. The search was extensive with proper 

and equal representation given across the board. Expecting to finish all interviews 

by June 15th and will announce the names at the Summer Governing Board 

meeting. 

b. Statements Update: There was a review of 5 legacy statements that were 

generated back in early 2000’s. The subcommittee of the Science Policy 

Committee wanted to make a decision on what to do with these statements. It was 

decided to find a reviewer for 3 of the statements and then ask those reviewers to 

update them and present it to the larger group. The group decided that one 

statement on microbial insecticides needed a complete rewrite. There are also two 

other statements (school IPM and insect biodiversity) that are awaiting reviews. 

The statements on IRMGM and IRM are ready for approval by the GB. 

c. Climate Change Sign-on Letter— Gammel reviewed a sign-on letter from the 

Climate Science Working Group. ESA has been asked to sign-on to this letter and 

Gammel wanted to receive feedback from the committee on it. Finding no issues, 

a motion was passed to sign-on to the letter.  

d. ESA/IPM Institute Tick Workshop: Berenbaum, Gammel and Mulder provided a 

brief overview of the Tick Workshop that was recently held in Washington, DC. 

The symposium was held May 16th & 17th in collaboration with the CDC. Many 

levels of expertise related to tick management were in attendance as well as 

advocacy groups and rodent management. This was a very successful meeting 

with a total of 140 attendees.  

e. Sen. King Office Meeting — Berenbaum discussed her meeting on the Hill with 

Senator King’s office. Angus King from Maine expressed his concern about the 

lack of forward movement on the funding for Zika & other mosquito borne-

diseases. He offered legislation that advocates for specific allocation above the 

$1.9M requested by President Obama for vector control. Very positive and 

productive conversation.  

f. Sen. Cardin Round Table — Gammel discussed a meeting at Senator Cardin’s 

office in Baltimore. On Friday, May 20th, ESA was invited to join Senator Cardin 

at Johns Hopkins University on Monday, May 23rd. Dr. Kathy Heinsohn with 

American Pest  along with other public health officials and medical researchers 

from Maryland joined in the roundtable. Senator Cardin was interested in 

knowing if there was anything that could be done on a federal level to help with 

Zika. Lewis-Burke will follow up with his office to meet with the staff and 

discuss more about vector control and its importance. 

 

7. Adjourn – There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:23 p.m. 


