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Entomological Society of America 
Proposal Form for new Common Name or  
Change of ESA-Approved Common Name 
 
 
Complete this form and e-mail to pubs@entsoc.org. 
Submissions will not be considered unless this form is filled out completely. 
 
The proposer is expected to be familiar with the rules, recommendations, and procedures 
outlined in the “Use and Submission of Common Names” on the ESA website. 
 
1. Proposed new common name: 
ghost ant 
 
2. Previously approved common name (if any): 
(None) 
 
3. Scientific name (genus, species, author): Tapinoma melanocephalum (Fabricius) 
 
Order: Hymenoptera 
 
Family: Formicidae 
 
 
Supporting Information 
 
4. Reasons supporting the need for the proposed common name: 
Currently, T. melanocephalum does not have a common name, but is well-known as the ghost 
ant, especially in areas of the US where it is commonly observed (FL, TX, HI). A quick search on 
the internet of “ghost ant” will pull up information on T. melanocephalum and no other ants. 
 
5. Stage or characteristic to which the proposed common name refers.  
(Note: If the description involves a physical feature it is strongly encouraged that an image of the 
organism be provided with this submission.): Adult stage – the head and thorax of the workers 
and queens are dark brown to black, while the gaster, legs and antennae are a translucent 
yellowish-white, making them appear to “float” around while moving. 
 
6. Distribution (include references): 
Cosmopolitan (Wetterer, James K. "Worldwide spread of the ghost ant, Tapinoma 
melanocephalum (Hymenoptera: Formicidae)." Myrmecological News 12 (2009): 23-33.) 
 
7. Principal hosts (include references): 
(N/A) 
 
8. References containing previous use of the proposed common name: 
Wetterer, James K. "Worldwide spread of the ghost ant, Tapinoma melanocephalum 
(Hymenoptera: Formicidae)." Myrmecological News 12 (2009): 23-33. 
 



Zhou, A. M., et al. "Interactions between ghost ants and invasive mealybugs: the case of 
Tapinoma melanocephalum (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) and Phenacoccus solenopsis 
(Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae)." Florida Entomologist 97.4 (2014): 1474-1480. 
 
Espadaler, Xavier, and Federico Espejo. "Tapinoma melanocephalum (Fabricius, 1793), a new 
exotic ant in Spain (Hymenoptera, Formicidae)." Orsis: organismes i sistemes 17 (2002): 101-
104. 
 
Ulloa-Chacón, Patricia, and Gloria Isabel Jaramillo. "Effects of boric acid, fipronil, 
hydramethylnon, and diflubenzuron baits on colonies of ghost ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae)." 
Journal of economic entomology 96.3 (2003): 856-862. 
 
Na, Julie PS, and C. Y. Lee. "Identification key to common urban pest ants in Malaysia." Tropical 
Biomedicine 18.1 (2001): 1-17. 
 
Zheng, Ji-Huan, and Run-Jie Zhang. "Interspecific competition between the red imported fire ant, 
Solenopsis invicta Buren and the ghost ant, Tapinoma melanocephalum (F.) for different food 
resources." J. Environ. Entomol. 32 (2010): 312-317. 
 
Brooks, M. D., G. Nentwig, and V. Gutsmann. "Elimination of a Tapinoma melanocephalum 
(Hymenoptera: Formicidae) infestation using imidacloprid bait." International Pest Control 51.5 
(2009): 240-243. 
 
Klotz, John H., et al. "A survey of the urban pest ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) of peninsular 
Florida." Florida Entomologist (1995): 109-118. 
 
Jucker, C., F. Rigato, and R. Regalin. "Exotic ant records from Italy (Hymenoptera, Formicidae)." 
Bollettino di Zoologia Agraria e Bachicoltura, Milano 40 (2008): 99-107. 
 
Jesus, Carlos Massuretti De, et al. "Description of the larvae of Tapinoma melanocephalum 
(Hymenoptera: Formicidae)." Florida Entomologist 93.2 (2010): 243-247. 
 
9. References using common names (give names) other than that proposed: 
None. 
 
10. Other insects or organisms to which the proposed common name might apply: 
None. 
 
11. Steps you have taken to consult with other workers who are familiar with the insect or 
organism as to suitability of and need for the proposed common name: 
It is rather widely known as the ghost ant, both by the scientific community and general public 
alike, so the need for a recognized common name should be evaluated by ESA, as an internet 
search will show many images and articles written on T. melanocephalum with the common name 
of “ghost ant” attached. However, a common name has most likely not been given due to its 
limited distribution within the United States, although it has attained an economically important 
pest status worldwide. 
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