
Entomological Society of America Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
July 29, 2021, 2:00 p.m. (ET) 

Members present: Michelle Smith, Jessica Ware, Marianne Alleyne, Melissa Willrich 
Siebert, Jennifer Henke, Chris Stelzig  

Guests present: Dr. Joseph Graves (2021 Plenary Speaker), and ESA staff members: 
Rosina Romano, Erin Cadwalader, Matt Hudson, Neil Willoughby, Stacie East, and Josh 
Lancette. 
 
Welcome and Agenda Review – President Michelle Smith convened the online 
meeting at 2:01 p.m. with a review of the agenda. Following that, the committee and 
guests engaged in brief introductions. 

Meeting Dr. Graves – President Smith had arranged for Dr. Graves to join the 
committee for an informal conversation so that he could learn more about the society 
members as he prepares for his plenary speech during the 2021 Annual Meeting. The 
conversation lasted approximately 35 minutes. 
 
Better Common Names Project Update – Lancette presented the committee with 
updates on the implementation of the Better Common Names Project and the 
community reaction to the Governing Board’s decision to disallow the continued use of 
the common names for two insects previously found in the common names database. 
 
Strategy Day Discussion – The committee revisited the strategy day which had been 
held virtually on July 19, 2021. The group discussed the structure of the day, the 
conversations had, and the likely next steps as the society awaits the outcome report 
from the consultants hired to facilitate the project. 
 
Annual Meeting Update – Romano and Smith discussed the planning committee 
meeting which had been held in Denver earlier in the month. Both agreed that it was a 
very productive meeting. The group discussed the continuing impacts of the 
coronavirus on preparations for the fall conference. 
 
New Business – Simmons highlighted the fact that Chavonda Jacobs-Young had been 
nominated by the Biden Administration to become the new Undersecretary for USDA's 
Research, Education, and Economics. There was general agreement that she will do well 
in the role, pending Senate confirmation. 
 
Adjournment – Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:58 pm. 


